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Editorial

Well here is The Blue Beret in its new image.

As many of our readers will know, the editorial staff have been involved in
a review of the format of the journal for some months past and a survey was
carried out within contingents to discover what our readers wanted the journal
to qontain. We thank those who took the time to participate in the survey and
particularly those who went to the trouble to make detailed suggestions. Maybe
those readers who showed little interest in the survey may now find the contents
more worthy of comment. :

The journal exists primarily to provide a link between the different elements
of this multi-national Force, enabling each nationality to lean more about the
others. It also provides an official record of people and events in each contingent
and in the headquarters, recording routine tasks, humanitarian acts, ceremonial
an:d sporting activities. We feel the need is for the journal to be more personally
?hrrentéate‘d, picturing the members of the Force and giving a closer look at what

ey do.

. In our efforts to imp-ove the magazine we have for several issues been
printing UN News to provide information on UN activities world-wide considered
to be of interest to our readers. In this issue we have several additional new
features; in “Out & About in Cyprus” our intention is to include details of places
(such as historical sites, beauty spots, beaches and restaurants) and events of
interest within the island, also in future editions we hope to be able to include a
forcast of the latter. The continued appearance of cartoons will depend upon the
the availability of suitable material. :

The Journal exists to cover the entire Force, if any element has not been
covered it is simply because it hasn’t submitted a contribution. If any reader
feels that their organisation should appear they can rectify this themselves by
putting pen to paper. Contributions are welcome from any member of the Force,
the prime requirement being that they should be newsworthy and of interest to
the Force in general. Contributions should be typed and any illustrations, photo-
graphic or otherwise, must be of adequate quality.

The editorial staff now await their readers’ reaction with bated breath. We
hope that the changes we have made make this journal more interesting and
more attractive.

A Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year to you all.
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THE DUKE OF EDINBURGH’S COMPANY

The right flank company of First Battalion, The Royal Canadian
Regiment was formally designated The Duke of Edinburgh’s Com-
pany on 1 July 1978. On 1 July, The Duke of Edinburgh’s pom-
pany participated in its first major ceremonial function forming a
guard for the First Battalion’s exercising of the Freedom of the
City of Ottawa. Based in the Regimental Home Station in London,
Ontario, the Company is now serving as part of the 8th Canadian
Hussars Contingent in Cyprus. It is presently commanded by
Major G.R. Caffery of Stoney Creek, Ontario.

The company was formed on the suggestion of HRH The Duke
of Edinburgh, who is Colonel-in-Chief of the Royal Canadian Re-
giment, during his visit in 1977. The intention was to have a de-
signated ccmpany similar to ‘“The Queen’s Company’” main-
tained by the Grenadier Guards and “The Prince of Wales’ Com-
pany” of the Welsh Guards. Approval for the formation was
sought and received from National Defence Headquarters, and the
three other Commanding Officers of the Regiment, and from the
Colonel-in-Chief himself. This designation does not affect the
company’s composition, role or strength. It does, however, pro-
vide a “personal” company for HRH The Prince Philip which, it
is hoped, will in future be affiliated with “The Queen’s Company”
and “The Prince of Wales’ Company”.

The company’s employment, customs and so on will develop
over the years, however some suggestions were made at the outset.
It was proposed that whenever The Duke of Edinburgh visited
Canada, his company should supply an equerry and guard of ho-
nour if at all possible. The company would have its own quick
march music and a distinctive pennant. Also HRH The Prince
Philip would be informed of the names of officers and warrant
officers serving in his company and kept up to date on major
activities.

For the first four months of its existence, The Duke of Edin-
burgh’s Company was involved in training and administrative pre-
paration for Cyprus. Most of the company had not yet had the
opportunity to serve in a UN peacekeeping operation, and looked
forward to the prospect of a six month tour in Cyprus.

On arrival in Cyprus, The Duke’s Company took over Camp
Maple Leaf and became operationally responsible for the western
area of Sector Four. After a detailed handover with B Company,
1 PPCLI, the company settled into the routine of manning its 6
OPs and otherwise fulfilling the task of peacekeeping.

On its return to Canada in April it is anticipated that the com-
pany will rejoin 1 RCR to participate in individual and collective
training in preparation for a major formation exercise in June. No
doubt the experience gained in Cyprus will show in the Duke's
Company’s performance in a more conventional infantry role.

i+l

Drivers of the Duke’s Coy doing maintenance on the.eir M113
Personnel Carriers, as mobility is one of the many requirements
in the Service of Peace.

A smooth running Coy Office is a busy, but happy one. A
number of other good qualities are also evident within this Coy

Office.

Members of the Duke of Edinburgh’s Coy pose for the camera just prior to leaving Canada for UN servcie in Cyprus.
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Pokorny, who became acting CO the day after the opening ceremony.
The detai'ed control of the whole operation was carried out by the
Camp Commandant, ‘“Janitor’” Konecny.

(2) Planning. The building was designed by the pontifical architect
and cathedral-builder “Conradinus Audisilva”, whc a'so supervised

the building construction.

(3) Construction. It took 200 hours of hard work to complete the
building. A vote of thanks was passed to the engineers and their
profession chief, the Economics Officer, Lt Schauer, for the provsion of

tools and delivery of material.

(4) Material. The majority of the construction material was definitely
antique and therefore the building qualifies for conservation.

The pictures show: above: — the official opening by Lt Col W Fritz
(left), the EO Lt Schauer (right) and the architect “Conradinus Audi-
silva’” withe the p'an (centre); below — our Chaplain Konrad Wa!dhor
in the loggia of the new parsonage: on the right — the ‘““Parsonage
warming party”’, with members of the parish partaking of free beer, ci-

garettes and snacks.

OUR GHAPLAIN’S NEW PARSONAGE

- Our chaplain Kurat Konrad Waldhér, had a late
calling to the priesthood. Like Holy Joseph, the
earthly father of our Lord, his earlier work had
been that of a carpenter. His humble room in
one of the ‘tin’ huts at Auscon resembled a monk’s
cell more than a parsonage. Unfortunately, the only
available material was reserved for a new company
buiiding and engineers were engaged on this
task every day from dawn until sunset. So Kurat
Waldhér decided to build a new parsonage himse'f.

) After gathering discarded timber and corrugated
iron sheets, together with the residue of material
from the company building, he borrowed tools and
started work. He worked alone everyday for about
two months.

After all the final finishing touches had been
completed, the official opening ceremony took p ace
on 23 November. At this ceremony the following
“history” of the building’s construction was promi-
nentiy displayed on a poster:

(1) Time of Construction. This building was erect-
ed during the reign of three Popes, Paul VI, John
Paul 1 and John Paul |Il. The secular
supervision was carried out by COMAUSCON,
Lt Col W Fritz, and the 2IC, Lt Col K.

AUSCON

of all CO AUSCON, Lt Col W
Fritz, (right) and MTO, Lt H
Holzer-Séliner, (left) in company
with the workshop crew; and
then the happy smiling Capt G
Grondinger starting on his test
run.

Unfortunately a slight error
occurred with the registration

plate. Instead of ‘UN A 1” (A
for Austria) the plate shows “UN

SIMPLE MOBILITY

An event similar to but more
significant than the Automobile
Exhibition) of Turin took place
in Camp Duke Leopold V on 10
November 1978. The New
Austrian vehicle, the so-called
“Grondomobile”, was presented
to the public for the first time.
The car was named after its
first owner and test driver, Capt
Grondinger, our Quartermaster
Il. Capt Grondinger had arou-
sed the pity of all members of
Auscon as the result of his
ownership of a 22-year old
Morris, so our workshop deci-
ded to present him with the
first Austrian monoposto-stock-
car.

The photographs were taken

at the ceremony when the spe-
cial Road Certificate for the car
was handed over and show first

1”. We hope UNFICYP and the
SRSG will forgive this minor
error!!!

Herewith a little technical

data for the prospective purcha-
ser: Overall length 207.6 cm,
width 99.3 cm (identical with the
wheelbase). One wheel drive;
0.78 HP. Two independent SS
(shoe sole) brakes. Top speed:
depends on the local incline.
Fuel: Austrian wine — tank ca-
pacity, 1 gallon.

Applications for purchase are
to be forwarded only on 31 De-
cember 1978 and addressed di-
rectly of AFC (Auscon Car Fac-
tory) on proper forms in triplica.
te. Limited numbers: book now,
pay later!
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NEW ACCOMMODATION

In addition to their normal daily routine tasks the_ Auscon engi-
neers have been involved in their largest construction task since
moving inio Camp Duke Leopold V. This has been the construction
of new acccommodation to house a full rifle company.

Under the supervision of the Engineer Qf_ficer, Lt J Schguer,
the first of three planned buildings will be flmsh_ed_ by the middle
of December. The 25 m long and 11 m wide building was started
on 21 August 1978 and the Gable Ceremony, an Austrian custom
still ma’ntained in villages, took place on 7 November 1978. This
ceremony marks the finish of the brickwork and Als.the p'acing of
a small hemlock tree on the ridge of the burld.lng. EO Lt J
Schauer then handed over the unfinished construction to the new
owner, Company Commander Capt P Bayer. The foreman and

right-hand man of the EO was WO Il Hofer, who has to superv_is:
his crew in comp’eting the interior of the building V\{hlch consist:
of eleven living rooms, bathrooms, showers and toilets. A tota
of 6,000 bricks were used in the construction which took less that

four months.

“Moving in day” is expected to be 15 December — a high!
desireable Christmas present for the soldiers concerned!

The engineers working on the foundations beneath the pitiless
Summer run.

The walls rise true to plan. The lower picture shows the bare

she!l on 7 November.

The erection crew position the traditional ridge tree, decor
ted with coloured strips of paper.

The Gable Ceremony was attended by CO AUSCON,. Lt
W Fritz, (be'ow) and at the same time (above) the building v
handed over by the EO Lt J Schauer to Capt P Bayer for
symbolic price of a gallon of beer.
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What it’s all about. A 3 RTR Chieftain on exercise in BAOR.

BRITGON
NEWS

NN P

To the left: Only room on top
for one. LCpl Proctor and Tpr
Rice start a patrol in a Ferret
of Force Reserve.

=

If it gets bogged down, you have to get out and push”. B Sqgn tank crew in action in Germany.

The

At 1200 hours on Thursday,
14 September 1978 B Sqn, 3
RTR cfficially took over from
A Sqgn, 9/12L as Force Reserve.
The Squadron finds the pro-
spect of six months in Cyprus
infinitely preferable to the du-
bious delights of Salisbury Plain
and the rigours of another En-
glish winter. Indeed, it is also
a welcome break for us to lock
away our usual ‘metal monsters’
in favour of ‘Dinky toys’, albeit
for a short period.

The Royal Tank Regiment
(comprising 1, 2; 3 and 4 RTR)
is by British Army standards a
new regiment, being 62 years
old. The Third, originally ‘C’
Company Heavy Branch Machine
Gun Corps, took part in the first
ever successful tank battle when
the early, primitive machines
showed their potential for
breaking the stalemate of
trench warfare. This was at
Cambrai in  November 1917
when the newly designated
Tank Corps broke through the
German line en masse! The
resultant victory caused church
bells to be rung throughout
Britain for the only time during
the Great War. Jubilation was
short-lived however since the
five mile advance took the ge-
nerals by surprise and they
were unable to exploit the ad-
vantage the Tanks had gained
for them.

Between the wars the Royal
Tank Corps, as it had become,
went through a lean period as
‘traditionalists’ were in the
ascendancy once more and the
contribution that armour could
make on the modern battlefield
was largely discounted.

in 1940, at the height of the
German invasion of France, the
Third was rushed to Calais with
a hastily formed ‘Green Jacket’
Brigade with orders to hold the
port open for evacuation purpo-
ses and link up with the British
Expeditionary Force, Unfortuna-
tely, the Germans had arrived in
strength and an abortive at-
tempt to break out from the
town resu'ted in the loss of all
the Regiment’s tanks. Subse-
quently, the Regiment fought
continuously in Greece, Libya,
Tunisia and Sicily before being
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THE BLUE

BERET

'UNIT FEATURE

SQN 3RTR

Force Reserve

shipped back to UK in time for
the Normandy invasion. Having
advanced through France, Bel-
gium, Holland and Germany the
Third had reached Flensburg on
the day of the German surren-
der.

Since 1945, the Third (or de-
tachments thereof) has been
stationed in UK, Hong Kong,
Malaya, Germany, Sharjah and
Cyprus, with 'several tours in
Northern Ireland thrown in. Du-
ring this thirty three year pe-
riod it has been variously equip-
ped with Sherman, Comet, Cen-
turion, Saladin Armoured Cars,
Chieftain and Scimitar.

For the past two years, we
have been at Tidworth in Hamp-
shire as the UK Armoured Re-
giment with three squadrons of
Chieftain and one of Scimitar.
From this base, the Regiment
has performed an amazing va-
riety of tasks in a number of
different roles ranging from ar-
moured through armoured re-
connaissance to infantry. Squa-
drons have been detached to
Northern Ireland, Cyprus, Cana-
da and Germany with individual
troops visiting Kenya and Nor-
way. In addition to this we
also currently provide the Ro-
yal Armoured Corps Demonstra-
tion Squadron at the School of
Infantry, Warminster.

B Squadron itself has inter-
spersed its tank training on Sa-
lisbury Plain and in Canada with
assistance to reserve units, par-
ticipation in equipment trials,
two months fire-fighting in
Edinburgh, flood-relief in the
West Country and now, tempo-
rary conversion to a new role
for our tour with UNFICYP.

Many of the friends we have
made in UNFICYP have asked

questions about various peculia-
rities of dress which which are
unique to the Royal Tank Re-
giment. Here are a few ans-
wers: the green flash on the
epaulette denotes the Third,
each of the other three Regi-
ments has its own colour; when
not serving with UNFICYP we
wear the black beret and were
the Regiment which first intro-
duced this item of headgear to
the British Army; in Service
Dress, a First World War tank
arm badge is worn on the right
upper sleeve, officers carry an
asphlant (or walking stick), ori-
ginally used to test the ground
in front of tanks in the quagmi-
res of Flanders; and when ope-
rating in tanks our soldiers
wear distinctive black coveralls
which are both practical and
exclusive to the four regiments
of the RTR.

Our stay in Cyprus represents
for the Squadron, a period of
relative stability after a hectic
two years.  Troops are settling
down well to their new role and
already striking up friendships
with the many members of the
Force with whom they have
daily contact. Force Reserve’s
job is, of course, unique within
UNFICYP, in that it provides an
unrivalled opportunity to travel
the length of the island opera-
tionally and to work in close
co-operation with each national
contingent. The soldiers parti-
cularly welcome the chance to
exercise a degree of independ-
ence, in detachments along the
Buffer Zone, which is seldom
possible as a tank squadron.

The weather, so far, has been
exceptionally kind to us and
this, together with our recent
background of being ‘jacks of
all trades’ has helped us to
adapt to life out here remark-
ably quickly.

The gunner of a Chieftain Tank of 3 RTR uses the main

armament periscope sight.

“How do you like your steak done?”

with at an Edinburgh restaurant.

fighting duties.

Soldiers

A small fire is deall

from 3 RTR on fire

“| dunno, you mend ’em and send ’em out, and you mend ’el

and you mend ’em. LCpl Leaper sizes up the repair situation :

Force Reserve.



PEAGEKEEPING

AGTIVITIES

The activities of the Finnish Peacekeeping troo

vit _ ! troops have earned
1em recognition particularly in connection with the disengage-
1ent operations in the Middle East in 1974.

Finland’s faith in the United
ations as the defender of the
ghts of small states has in all
robapility had its most con-
ete manifestation in the atti-
de adopted by this couniry
wards the U.N. peacekeeping
ctivities. Finland has responded
vourably to practically all the
quests presented to her by
e Secretary-General ever since
e was admitted to the United
ations at the end of 1955.
Finland’s participation in the
N. peacekeeping operations
sgan one year after she had
sen admitted to this Organiza-
>n. During the subsequent two
scades, Finland has placed
jer 13,000 peacekeeping per-
nnel, soldiers and observers,
the disposal of the U.N. Finns
e also often served in high
ading posts in the U.N. peace-
eping operations, as well as
' the employment of the Field
srvice Organization.

Finnish  miiltary oloservers
wve acted in three U.N. obser-
r organizations. The first ob-
rvers served in 1958 with the

NMOGIL operating in the
srder area of Lebanon and
sria. The longest time that

nnish observers have partici-
ted in these missions has
sen with the UNMOGIP to su-
srvise the implementation of
e cease-fire between India and
kistan. The activity began in
61 and is still continuing.
e largest number of observers
we served with the United

Nations Truce Supervision Or-
ganisation (UNTSO) in the Mid-
dle East, where over 200 Finnish
officers have participated in
observer missions since 1937.

The activities of the Finnish
U.N. peacekeeping force began
as early as 1956 when Finland
sen‘t a company to the United
Nations Emergency Force (UNEF)
to supervise the cessation of
hostilities between Egypt and
[srael. This company operated
in the Sina area for approxi-
mately two years. In the subse-
guent years, following the crises
in the Middle East and Cyprus,
the number of the peacekeeping
force was considerably increas-
ed. Throughout the period
1964—1977 Finland contributed
one battalion to the peacekeep-
ing operation in Cyprus. When
the situation in the Middle East
again deteriorated in 1973,
F_inland also sent a U.N. batta-
lion which is still supervising
the cease-fire in the Gulf of
Suez area.

Finns have always taken an
interest in the peacekeeping
activities. This is why it has not
been particularly difficult for
Finland to recruit the necessary

number of men for U.N. service. -

The vast majority of the Finnish
peacekeeping troops are com-
posed of reservists. Members of
bo'h the regular personnel and
the reserve participate in the
U.N. missions on an entirely
voluntary basis.

General E. Siilassvui acted as the Chief Co-ordinator of the
N Force in the Middle East and is pictured in Suez just after
e October War in 1974 talking to Dr. Reme Gorge, who was
en Principal Political Adviser of UNEF.

Focus on -

INDEPENDENCE DAY ON 6 DECEMBER

At the time of the Russian
Revolution  Finland was an
autonomous Grand Duchy of
the Russian Czar. With the re-
volution the Finns saw an op-
portunity of realising their long
smouldering desire for political
independence. The Deciaration
of Independence was issued on
6 December 1917. The new
state was immediately embroiled
in a tragic civil war, in which
the left wing forces that tried
to seize power were defeated
by the right wing “Whites”, un-
der the leadership of General
Mannerheim, in the Spring of
1918.

The scars of the civil war
were deep but fully healed by
1939, when the war clouds
which  gathered in Europe
darkened the sky of Finland too.
Negotiations between Finland
and the Soviet Union on terri-
torial concessions broke down
and the Winter War began. It
lasted 100 davs, ending in the
defeat of the Finns in the face
of overwhelming odds and they
had to cede about ten percent
of their territory. When Germany

and the Soviet Union clashed
in 1941 Finland was once more
drawn into a war with her
Eastern neighbour, which only
ended with the Armistice of
1944,

Finland is proud of its strug-
g:ie for independence and Hel-
sinki is one of the three ca-
pitals of the counlries in the
theatre of war that was never
occupied. Finland is also known
as a country that has fully paid
its debts of war. The neutrality
of Finland is now fully recog-
nised by all countries of the
worid.

The ceremonies on Indepen-
dence Day differ largely from
most other countries in that
they start at midday with a cer-
vice in the war cemeteries. In
the evening the students, car-
rving torches, march from the
town cenires again to the war
cemeteries, paving tribnte 10
the victims of war. At 1800 hrs
candles are lit in windows
where thev burn for two ho'rs.
On the whole the atmosphere
of the day is one of solemn
gratitude.

RET

THE LAND

It is often said that Finland
is a small country. A glance at
the map, however, belies this.
With a total area of 130,085
square miles, Finland is larger
than Great Britain, but her po-
pulation is only 4.6 million. The
majority live in central and
southern Finland. The northern-
most part, Lapland, is sparsely
inhabited. Vast forests of spruce,
pine and birch cover most of
the land, and the thick under-
growh is full of flowers and
berries.

There are about 60,000 lakes
of all sizes connected by narrow
channels, short rivers and ra-
pids, in some places by canals
as well, to form continuous
water-ways. Tideless seas, the
Gulf of Bothnia in the West and
the Guif of Finland in the South,
wash the coast-line. Thousands
of beautiful but barren islands

stud the offshore waters, espe-
cially in the South-West.

Fish abound in the seas,
rivers and lakes and most of
the fresh-water fish are aiso
found in the coastal waters.
The highest land is in Lapland,
the couniry of scenic fells
where reindeer roam. The cli-
mate varies a good deal. There
are long, cold winters in the
North, milder seasons in the
South where the snow lies from
around Christmas and disappears
at the end of March. Both the
lakes and the sea freeze over
in winter, but the major seaports
are kept open for navigation by
a modern fleet of ice-breakers.
“The Midnight Sun never sets”,
run the words of a song. This
is true in Lapland during the
best part of the summer. Else-
where, too, the nights are light,
the sun rises early, and the days
get really warm.

DEFENGE FORGES

Defence Policy. National de-
fence is a significant component
of Finland’s security policy, the
aim of which is to maintain
peace and to secure the safely
of the citizens. National defence
supports the country’s foreign
policy by preparing for excep-
tional situations of various kinds.
All sectors of national defence
endeavour to maintain such
readiness as makes the conti-
nuation of the basic line of

FINLAN

Finland’s policy and independent
decision making possible.

The Implementation of Defen-
ce Measures. Being a neutral
country, Finland has been able
to let her defence forces — with-

in the limits of the resources
alloited to them — develop
freely adequate tactical and

operational patterns. The Finnish
defence capabilities of today
are optionally adapted to pre-
vailing local circumstances. The

THE SAUNA

Many members of UNFICYP
the small room called the Sauna.

to say they enjoyed it!

B

have dared the terrible heat of
Many of them have been heard

The best temperature for a Sauna is 80°

to 100°C and, of course, water has to be thrown on to the hot

stove to get the proper atmosphere.

The sensation after a Sauna

and a cold shower is one of the most wonderful in the world.

The only Finnish Sauna now

left in Cyprus is situated in the

former Finn Eagles Camp, near HQ UNFICYP, and this is now a
“Mecca’” for the Finnish Contingent as can be seen in the photo-

graph above.

NAVY

shipbuilding industry.

The corvettes are proof of the high standard of the Finnish

basic idea of the country’s de-
fence is to make full use of her
vast area. This would make any
foe disperse its forces and
enable the defence to destroy
them either picemeal in areas
favourable to the defender, or,
if necessary, by concentrated
blows.

The regular army is based on
conscription and, therefore, the
country has strong reserve for-
ces. This created specific re-
quirements on the training and
mobilization systems, organiza-
tion and equipment at various
levels. The Finnish soldier has
been considered a tough and
skilled fighting man, used to
the country and to snow, he is
at his best in winter, at night
and in the woods. Accordingly,
the kit of the individual soldier
has been developed so as to
be of particular use on Finnisi
terrain and in the weather con-
ditions usually met.

The flexible system of step-
ping up preparedness permits
rapid organization of wartime
defence forces. The trained re-
serve of over 700,000 men, all

in all, remaining available to
the Defence Forces allows the
organization of a sirong army.
Accordingly, the wartime force
comprises several hundred units
(battalions, artillery battalions,
etc.) which are formed into se-
veral dozens of operational
brigade-level units with neces-
sary supporting arms and ser-
vices. When, in addition, the
potential of the general forces
is reinforced by the system of
local defence covering the ter-
ritory of the entire country, the
interception capacity of the
army is to be regarded as con-
siderable.

In the Defence Forces of
Finland, the army is in a key
position. Nevertheless, the po-
tential of the Navy and Air Force
is also subject to constant de-
velopment and intensification,
particularly as to surveillance
and the ability to protect the
country’s neutrality. For the
people of Finland, to whom in-
dependence comes above all
else, the Defence forces have
a special place.

AIR FORCE

The long frontier and inhospitable terrain dictate a filexibls
military defence posture. Here a Mig 21 intercepter is seen Ope

ARMY

rating from a road.

Tne infanuy is equipped with domestic 7.62 mm assault rifle
and machines guns.
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e bhattalion

in Sector Five

All  personnel in the
wedish battalion in Cy-
‘us are recruited on a
luntary system. Up to
ow some 40,000 Swedes
ave participated in UN
rvice  throughout  the
orld.

Sweden has a conscrip-
on system but UN duty
annot replace the military
rvice every male has to
) in Sweden. Still, there
normally no lack of vo-
nteers.

Reasons seem to be
e good pay and the fairly
ort service periods —
\ly six months with the
)ssibility of extending to

Vaccinations are an un-
pular must for the volun-
ers from Sweden. (Above
oht.)

Swedish UN personnel go
rough two or three weeks
iining  in Sweden  before
wing for Cyprus. Condi-
n tests, arms exercises and
sons on Cyprus and the
esent situation are included
the training programme.

In November the new Swe-
sh battalion was ready to
ke over the job in Sector
ve for the next six months.

a maximum of one year.

The demands for the
would-be UN soldier are
fairly high. He (or she —
we have also got a few
womzan with SWEDCON)
must be able to make him-
self understood in English
and must prove himself to
be adaptable. Also, an
approval from his military
service in Sweden is a
must.

Today Sweden has two
UN battalions — in Cyprus
and in the Middle East,
altogether numbering some
1,000 soldiers, all volun-
teers.

SWEDCON
E

Ry ey wW
¥ S

Now there is a bagpi-
per in SWEDCON too.
Newly arrived Mats
Sjostrom brougnt his
bagpipes to Cyprus, so
quite often we can hear
“Amazing Grace”’ and
other classical Scottish
tunes all over Camp
Victoria. Trouble is, he
didn’t bring his kilt —
instead he has to use
the special “SWEDCON-
clan” kilt in blue and

yellow.
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RECCE SECTION - B GOY

There are two Recces Sections in B-Coy. Their main tasks
are to patrol in the Buffer Zone and escort vehicles and con-
voys. But they have many other jobs. At the preser_\t time
they are building a bridge on the Patrol Track to make it pass-
able even when the rain comes.

The sign of the Recce Section.

Every morning St. Sgt J. Ree-
Holtz c);pens the water valve to The girders are pulled all the way from Skou
the Turkish area and in the riotissa to Marathassa along the Patrol Track, Ree-Holtz, Pte.

evening he closes it again, approximately 7 miles.

<

A close up of the bridge.
crossing.

NEWS

When the bridge is finished,
the section will have used about
400 man-hours and it has taken
a month to build the bridge.

A rest on the Patrol Track, from left St. Sgt.

I.W. Olesen, Cpl. S.B. Petersen,

Pte. K. Olesen and Pte. J. Buhl.

The bridge approaches are filled with earth.

A view of the bridge and its surroundings.

On the right is seen the norma
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The High Commissioner for Canada, HE
Mr. Edward Lee, recently made one of his
reguiar visits to the Force and is pictured
on the right talking to the Deputy Special
Representative of the Secretary General, Dr
Reme Gorgé, when he visited the Headquar-
ers on Monday 27 November.

VISITORS

A team from BBC Radio London visited the Head-

uarters cn Monday 27 November to record mess-
ges and record requests from members of the Bri-
sh Contingent with families or friends living in and
ocund London, for a Christmas Day programme.
| the picture the programme producer, Mr. David
arter, is seen recording a message from Dvr D J
ray of the Transport Squadron, currently 7 Sqgn
CT, while Dvr G W E Large, a fe'low member of
e Sqn, looks on.

Commodore G D Trist RN, who has
been designated to take over the ap-
pointment of Director of Defence Ope-
rations in the United Kingdom Ministry
of Defence, visited the Force on Thurs-
day 30 November. On arrival he met
the Force Commander and in the piciu-
re is seen talking to Major General J J
Quinn in his office Having been
briefed in the Headquarters, the re-
mainder of his visit was taken up with
line tours in Sectors 2 and 4.

The British Chief of the General
Staff, General Sir Roland Gibbs, GCB,

- CBE, DSO, MC, visited UNFICYP du-

ring the afternoon of Wednesday, 8 No-
November 1978 as part of his tour of
Cyprus. His visit to UNFICYP included
a visit to Secor 2 of the Force, which
is the responsibility of the British Bat-
talion, at that time 1 RRF. The photc-
graph was taken soon after the CGS
and his party had landed at the Box
Factory at the Western extremity of
the battalion area. Pictured from left
to right are: Major CNB Wellwood, OC
X Coy, based at the Box Factory; L Col
D Houlton MBE, CO 1 RRF; Lt Col R
S Billings CD, CO 8 Canadian Hussars
and Comd Sector 4; CGS; Col P F B
Hargrave OBE, DCOS/COMBRITCON;
B Gen J A Cotter CD, COS.
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Pictorial
NEWS

One of the first indications that Christmas is approaching is
when the chefs start making the Christmas puddings. Stirring.the
Christmas pudding mixture afte- it has been laced with brandy is a
long-standing military tradition and in the picture COMBRITCON, Col
P F B Hargrave OBE, is seen thoroughly enjoying his task as are
all the others involved, when he performed the ceremony this year
in the UNFICYP Support Regiment cookhouse.

CHRISTMAS
1S
COMING

Another culinary indication of Christmas’s approach is 'the.ba
king and decoration of the Christmas cakes. Cake decorating is
very specialised art but from the picture above it wouid seem the
it is an art that the Force Commander Major General J J Quinn he
adequately mastered under the professional supervision of that e
perienced chef WOIl P Whatmore,

Economics Officers’ Gonference

%

The monthly conference for November was held at Xeros on
Monday 6 November. As there has been a majo~ rotation among
the regular members it was thought to be an ideal oppor:tL_mrty
to record all the new faces. The photograph shows left to right,
front row: Lt Col T H Waters CEO; Capt J Ropponen SO (H):'Capt
P. G. Skog, Swedcon; Capt D Andersson, Swedcon; Capt P Sintler,
Auscon; back row: Lt E S Rasmussen, Dancon; Capt G M Stewart,
Cancon; Maj R H Green SO (E); Capt T Weeks, Britcon; Lt R Wol-
fenden, Britcon; Capt F Sorensen, Dancon.

Humanitarian Work CGontinues

On the night of Friday, 17 November 1978 UNF!CYP answet
an urgent request to evacuate by air to Nicosia General Hospi
a woman from Kato Pyrgos with complications of pregnancy. H
condition in hospital after her speedy evacuation is confirmed

satisfactory.
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UNTSO Visitors’
Decisive Win

FORCE TABLE-TENNIS WON BY SWEDCON

It is unfortunate that there are very few opportunities f
tf?flddgfferent UN missions to ccmpete against ongpanother in tr?é
Slgiurda spzloert.N However, one of these rare occasions did arise on
o y oye.mber, when a rugby football team from UNTSO

n a weekend VIS’I'( played a team from UNFICYP. The result was
?ogéﬁzt a;‘ternoo_n s sport and the game moved frequently from end
o |o the pitch. However, the visitors’ ability to win the ball

m almost every set scrum gave them a great advantage which

they exploited to the ful', as the final
] ; sc
Nil shows only too ciearly. o

The Force Table-Tennis Tournament thi i

. s year was organised
Y Dancon and therefore took p'ace in Xeros on 27 Octobegr 1978
he tlournament was a Swedcon benefit as they won every event'
n both doubles and singles matches. ’
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ST. HILARION

In Cyprus it is neither the ad-
ministrative casties, l.Lke Kolossi
nor the fortified ports, like Kyre-
nia, that have chiefly impressed
subsequent generations. Imag:-
nation has seized on the moun-
tain sirongholds of Kantara, Buf-
{avento and St. Hilarion. These
castle-eyries are among the
most romantic fortifications in
existence. Yet by reason of their
inaccessibility, powerful defen-
ces were largely superfluous.
Nature had already done much
of the masons’ work.

through the latter with Nicosia
and Kantara.

The castle was made ready for
defence in about 1228, probably
as a retreat for the royal family,
but soon after it must have been
rebuilt. In 1348 Hugh IV retired
to St. Hilarion to avoid the pla-
gue, as did John, Prince of An-
tioch, to avoid the Genoese in
1373.

With the coming of the Vene-
tians, St. Hilarion was slighted.

OL.Jt 2
in

About

EATING OUT

by personal recommendation

“Venetsiana Tavern” — Ayia Napa.

The “Venetsiana Tavern” is a new restaurant which has just

opened on the road between Para'imni and Ayia Napa.

It is run

by two capable and ambitious young men who serve very tasty local
and arabic dishes at attractive prices in clean and pleasant sur-
roundings. The Tavern opens at 6 c’clock every evening and this
time of the year the  open .log fire is a welcome addition to the
already cosy atmosphere. lts large windows give am impressive
view over the Nissi Beach area and adjacent beaches.

INTER-CONTINGENT HANDBALL

It was their policy to dismantle

Considered strictly as military ~ such inaccessible inland fortifi-

buildings, the castles hardly de- cations. What they left the iso-

serve much praise. Only St lation of the site has preserved.
Hi‘arion had some strategic im-

One of the many inter-contingent events

¢ arranged recently was
xdhir;dgat.)l ;nattcrt\hbethen Dancon and Swedcon. Both teamsyplay-
) r ut a e end the victors were Da i y
S St ncon with a score of

7 QM =P

LAUNDRY]

@ /1t T put N ex {
one sock
in the
laundry and]
A R I put 2,
/ they're sure
/ to think o
0 they lost
it and give
e 2 socks

; Cancon—

ooly Blue
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portance. The castle is named
not after St. Hilarion the Great,
who died near Paphos about
A.D. 371, but after a later saint,
of whom little is known. It may
be presumed that he retired to
this hill-top to live the life of a
hermit and that a monastery was
established to shelter those who
would follow his example, as
well as pilgrims to his tomb.

The original castle, to which
the monastery gave place, form-
ed part of the Byzantine defen-
ces of the island. The earliest
references to the castle are
found in the contemporary
accounts of Richard Coeur de
Lion’s campaign in the island in
1191. When Richard fe'l ill at
Nicosia he assigned Guido de
Lusignan to reduce the castles
in the north. St. Hilarion was
invested but resisted vigorously
until lsaac, the usurper ‘Empe-
ror' of Cyprus ordered its sur-
render.

St. Hilarion guarded the only
easy pass from Kyrenia to Nico-
sia and protected the land com-
munications of the port. The
elevation of the castle made it
an invaluable observation post.
It formed part of an elaborate
system of communication by sig-
nal. Flares at night linked it
with Kyrenia and Buffavento, and

To the South is the large outer
bailey. Though the gate was
provided with a barbican and
machicolation, this area was in-
sufficinetly ~ defended. Little
was done to improve the thin
crenellated walls of Byzantine
rubb'e and the six ill disposed
circular towers. lts function was
only to delay an attacking force
temporarily while exposing them
to fire from the upper castle.

From the bailey a steeply-in-
clined corridor climbs to the se-
cond stage of defence. Here
were grouped, around a core of
Byzantine work which included a
chapel, not only the utilitarian
buildings, but a curious military
plaisance, an open vaulted “bel-
vedere”. The ingenuity with
which the builders utilized each
available bit of flat rock is strik-

ing.

The third stage of defence lies
to the West of the second and
is reached by a further steep
climb. Cradled between the
two culminating rocky crests of
the mountain, the area is closed
on he East side by fortifications
and on the West by a range of
puildings that contained the
Great Chamber. This elaborate
and imposing structure indicates
that the third ward was in fact

both a palace and a castle.

UN News (from page 16)

peatedly extended by the Se-
curity Council. | also wish fto
place on record my apprecia-
tion for the generous support
extended to UNFICYP by those
governments which have been
making voluntary financial con-
tributions.

75. In concluding this report,
| wish to express my warm
- thanks to my Special Represen-

tative in Cyprus, Mr. Reynald
Galindo-Pohl, to the Comman
der of the Force, Major-Geners
James J. Quinn and to the offi
cers and men of UNFICYP an
its civilian ‘ staff.  They hav
continued to carry out wit
exemplary efficiency and devc
tion the important and difficu
task entrusted to them by th
Security Council.”



16

THE BLUE BERET

December

REPORT BY THE SECRETARY-GENERAL ON THE UNITED NATIONS OPERATION IN CYPRUS
(for the period 1 June to 30 November 1978)

Published below are two chapters of the Report of the Secretary-General on Cyprus.

The report (S/12946)

dated 1 December 1978, was released on 4 December 1978 at UN Headquarters in New York.

Chapter V: Good Offices of the Secretary-General

“55. | have pursued the mis-
sion of good offices entrusted to
me in paragraph 6 of Security
Council resolution 367 (1975)
and continued by paragraph 2
of reso ution 430 (1978). In my
last report to the Council, | gave
an account of developments in
this regard up to 31 May 1978
(S/12723, Sect. V). | brought
that account up to date in my
report of 2 November 1978 to the
General Assembly pursuant to
its resolution 32/15 of 9 Novem-
ber 1977 (A/33/348, Sect. 11). In
order to avoid duplication, the
substance of my reportto the Ge-
neral Assembly is not reprodu-
ced in the present report. in
my report of 2 November, | re-
ferred, in particular, to the pro-
posals put forward by the Tur-
kish Cypriots on 20 Ju'y and by
the Cyprus Government on 25
July for the resettlement of Va-
rosha with United Nations assist-
ance and for the resumption of
intercommunal negotiations.

56. Following the opening of
the Thirty-Third Session of the
General Assembly, | he'd discus-
sions on the same general sub-
ject in New York with President
Kyprianou and Foreign Minister
Rolandis, with His Excellency
Mr. Denktash. with Foreign Mini-
ster Okoun of Turkey and with
Foreign Minister Rallis and De-
puty Foreign Minister Zaimis of
Greece.

57. The problem of Cyprus
also came up in the course of
my talks with various represen-
tatives of other interested go-
vernments who were present in
New York for the General As-
sembly. It was genera’ly con-
sidered that the resumption of
the intercommunal negotiations
was essential but that a mean-
ingful and effective negotiatinn
process could on'y develop if
some of the practical problems
mentioned in my last report to
the General Assembly (A/33/348,
paras. 22—23) were resolved. A
number of ideas and suggest-
ions were explored, with a view
to developing a new and con-
structive basis for negotiations.
Certain specific suggestions, ba
sed on the Makarios-Denktash
Guidelines cf 12 February 1977

and on elements of the 1960
Constitution of Cyprus, bearing
in mind United Nations resofu-
tions, and incorporating my ear-
lier suggestions concerning Va-
rosha, were submitted to the
parties and to myself on 10 No-
vember. The hope was expres-
sed that the suggestions would
contribute to the prospect
of a resumption of the
intercommunal negotiating pro-
cess - within the framework of
the mission of good offices ent-
rusted to me by the Security
Council. | understand that the
parties in Cyprus, as well as the
Governments of Greece and
Turkey, are considering the sug-
gestions and will inform me of
their reactions in due course.

58. At its fifth plenary meet-
ing on 22 September 1978, the
General Assembly decided to in-
clude the item “Question of
Cyprus” in its agenda and to
consider it directly in plenary
meeting, on the understanding
that the Assembly would, when
considering the item, invite the
Special Political Committee to
meet for the purpose of afford-
ing representatives of the Cyp-
riot communities an opportunity
to take the floor in the com-
mittee in order to express their
views. Accordingly, the Spe-
cial Political Committee held
two meetings on 7 November,
in the course of which it heard
statements by Mr. R. Denktash,
Representative of the Turkish
Cvoriot community, and Mr. Mi-
chaelides, Representative of the
Greek Cvoriot communitv. The
General Assemblv held five ple-
narv meetinas on the item and
on 9 November, adopted reso-
lution 33/15.

59. By a letter dated 7 No-
vember 1978 (S/12918) the Per-
manent Representative of Cyp-
rus requested the Security
Council to hold an urgent meet-
ing to discuss the question of
Cyprus. The Council consider-
ed the matter at its 2099th and
2100th meetings on 15 and 27

Chapter VII: Observations

67. During the period under
review, peace-keeping in Cyp-
rus has continued to function
well. The situation along the
cease-fire lines has remained
quiet, owing in great part to the
vigilance of the United Nations
Peace-keeping Force and to
the co-operation of the parties.
In the buffer zone between the
lines, which amounts to about
three percent of the area of the
island and is under exclusive

November. On the latter date,
it -~ adopted resolution 440
(1978).”

UNFICYP control, Greek Cyp-

riot and Turkish Cypriot farmers
now cultivate some 115 diffe-
rent locations.

Especially in the more sensiti-
ve sections, civilian activities of
this kind depend on the provi-
sion by UNFICYP of the neces-
sarv escorts.

68. | and my Special Repre-
sentative have pursued our ef-
forts toward the establishment
of an investigating body for the

tracing of and accounting for
missing persons of both com-
munities. This tragic problem,
which continues to poison re-
lations between the two commu-
nities, has been on the verge
of solution for much too long.
It would seem natural to en-
deavour to bridge the gap con-
cerning the third member of the
missing persons committee by
providing for an eminent inde-
pendent personality who would
be jointly appointed by the Se-
cretary-General and the Presi-
dent of the ICRC. It could be
further understood that the views
of this personality would be gi-
ven weight and would not be
disregarded by thecommittee.
69. In pursuance of the mis-
sion of good offices entrusted to
me by the Security Council: |
nave endeavoured to initiate an
effective negotiating process in
order to achieve a just and last-
ing settlement of the Cyprus pro-
blem based on the independ-
ence, territorial integrity and
non-alignment of the Republic of
Cyprus and on the legitimate
rights of the two communities.
However, a basis of negotiations
for this purpose acceptable to
the sides is still lacking. | have

adhered to the position that
while intercommunal talks are
essential, another round can

only be convened in consulta-
tion with both parties and with
their consent. The task at hand,
therefore, is to develop the ba-
sis for moving from the parties’
statements of conflicting posi-
tions to the stage of meaninaful
negotiations, mutual conces-
sions and compromise solutions.

70. In order to promote the
development of a more producti-
ve negotiating basis, I' and my
Special Representative in Cyp-
rus have, over the past months,
undertaken intensive consulta-
tions with all concerned. In
the course of these consultations

"both parties stressed that they

continued to accept the exist-
ing intercommunal negotiating
arrangements. Both voiced their
continued support of the Maka-
rios-Denktash  Guidelines, and
their acceptance of mv sug-
gestion that the resettlement of
Varosha should be envisaged as
a concrete first step, to be link-
ed to the commencement of in-
tercommunal talks.

71. There remains the practi-
cal problem of finding certain
mutually acceptable negotiable
concepts on the basis of which
meaningful talks could be held
and which would provide the
parties with a common vehicle
for amendments and discussions.
As indicated in para. 57 above,
certain  specific  suggestions
along these lines have been
submitted to the parties and to

me. These are now under consi-
deration. | am at present in con-
tact with the parties in an effort
to fix an early date for the re-
sumption of intercommunal
talks.

72. In the light of the situa-
tion on the ground and of poli-
tical developments, | have con-
cluded once again that the con-
tinued presence of UNFICYP re-
mains indispensable. In help-
ing to maintain calm in the
island, the Force also facilita-
tes fthe search for a peaceful
settlement. | therefore recom-
mend to the Security Council
that it extend the mandate of
UNFICYP for a furher period of

six months. In accordance with
established practice, | have
undertaken consultations = with

the parties concerned on this
subject and shall report to the
Council on these consultations
as soon as possible.

73. The financial situation of
UNFICYP has continued to be
a cause for concern during the
period under review. The de-
ficit of the UNFICYP account,
including the current period, is
now of the order of $61.4 mil-
lion. The claims of the troop-
contributing governments in re-
spect of extra and extraordinary
costs incurred by them for
which they seek to be reimbur-
sed by the United Nations have
been paid only until July 1975

5 indicated in paragraph 65
ab:-ve the “extra and extraordi-
nary costs” for which these go-
vernments bill the United Na-
tions represent in some cases
only a fraction of the actual
costs incurred by them in main-
taining their contingents. The
governments concerned have
conveyed to me their growing
and very serious concern over
the disportionate financial bur-
den they have been carrying. In
these circumstances, | earnestly
hope that the response to my
last appeal for voluntary contri-
butions, dated 10 November: will
be more satisfactory than has
been the case in the past; that
governments making financial
contributions to UNFICYP  will
find it possible at least to main-
tain the level of their contribu-
tions and that member states
which have not contributed will
now agree to reconsider their
position in this important matter.

74. The United Nations owes
a special debt of gratitude to
the countries contributing con-
tingents to UNFICYP, both for
the excellence of the troops and
for the disproportionate finan-
cial burden the governments are
bearing in making it possible to
maintain  this peace-keeping
operation established and re-

Continued on page 15



